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Principal Developments in World Communist Affairs
(21 May to 19 June 1968)

1. Czechoslovakisa

a. Soviet/Czech Mutual Interest vs. Mutual Irritation

For the most part, observers of the Czechoslovak scene have noted
that the past month has witnessed a disposition of propagandists: of the
Soviet Union and East Germany on the one hand and the news commentators
and writers in Czechoslovakia on the other to emphasize their mutuality
of interests and minimize the frictions between Czechoslovakia and the
rest of the Soviet Bloc. This is even more true on the part of the po-
litical leaders of each side, as the many professions of mutual under-
standing and confidence testify. Apart from the fitful flare-ups of
polemics on either side, the most serious discordant note was Pravda com-
mentator Konstantinov's passing mention of & key member of the Dubcek
regime, Cestmir Cisar, as an example of modern revisionism for Cisar's
alleged disparagement of Leninism as a universal doctrine. The attack
was a unique example of Soviet media directly attacking a current Czech
leader by name and was, moreover, gratuitious in that Konstantinov seems
to have distorted Cisar's words and intent in the process. It remains
to be seen whether this is, as some Czech journalists speculate, a renewal
of the polemical battle with even more ominous purposes than: heretofore.

b. Czech Press Freedom

In & month of seeming reconciliation between the nervous Russians
and East Germans with the centrist Dubcek leadership, the main bone of
contentions remained the uncensored press and other information media in
Czechoslovakia. With amazing indiscretion it still raised issues that
might throw in doubt, in the minds of many Soviets and East Germans the
Dubcek regime's ability to control subversive tendencies in Czechoslovakia
(i.e., threats to Czechoslovak Communist Party [CzCP] dominance and con-
trol). Cisar in fact cautioned the press to exercise self-restraipt in
reporting and commentary on sensitive matters, while later reiterating
that censorship would not be reimposed. This latter promise may have
been inspired by the recollection that press criticism was a major factor
in the deposition of conservative leader Novotny and a realization that
until the battle against the conservatives is decisively won the Dubcek
leadership depends on the support of the liberal-minded news media.

¢. Viectory over Conservatives

The conservative Communists are led by former President Novotny and
comprise some L0 members of the 1LO-member CzCP Central Committee. The
Central Committee Plenum (29 May to 1 June) was a major test of strength
between Dubcek and the conservatives. Among the issues were the future
status of Novotny and the early convening of a Party Congress (favored
by the liberals and opposed by the conservatives). The Plenum decided
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to deprive Novotny of his seat on the Central Committee, and, in addi-
tion, to suspend his Party membership along with those of six other prom-
inent Communists, all apparently conservatives. A further victory over
the conservatives was the approval for convening a Congress in September,
at which a continuation of the attack on the conservatives is expected.
Some observers believed that the Soviets, if not intent on preserving in-
tact the conservative voice in the CzCP, would at least consider a con-
servative setback at the Plenum as an additional sign of the unrelisbil-
ity of the Dubcek regime. Thus far, however, there has been no unegquivo-
cal expression of Soviet disapproval of the purge of Novotny and the
other conservatives, which Soviet media reported promptly, briefly, and
without comment. It may be that the Soviets decided that the situation
called for maximum discretion.

d. Discouragement of Independent Political Parties

A major potential threat to the Dubcek regime was the mushrooming
of political and quasi-political movements which, in the wave of hope and
optimism engendered by the accession to power of Dubcek and the promulga-
tion of his liberalizing Action Program, strove for recognition as politi-
cal entities independent of the CzCP and of the rubber stamp parties con-
trolled by it in the National Front. During the past month the regime
served formal notice (apparently docilely accepted) that these incipient
independent organizations were impermissible on the Czechoslovak scene.
On 16 May, Rude Pravo, the official organ of the CzCP, warned that such
movements -- in the form of clubs or other similar organizations -- could
not be legally fofmed or become active without prior approval by the
Interior Ministry. Shortly thereafter one such group (the Club of En-~
gaged Non-Party Members) cancelled its meeting and another group was
prevented from carrying out a previously planned meeting. It does not
seem likely that such independent political organizations will gain ap-
proval from the Dubcek regime in'the future. Even mor® recent (mid-June)
discussions of the National Front and the condemnation of proponents of
independent parties, such as Ivan Svitak, tend to confirm this view.

e, The Military Maneuvers

Though Soviet and Czech leaders have gone to great lengths to assure
the Czech public and the world at large that the military maneuvers on
Czech territory are a normal, planned, routine, innocuous exercise, there
can be’little doubt that, intended or not, it is a form of insurance that
any effort to overthrow the CzCP will not succeed. At the same time,
these maneuvers, coupled with the sporadic Soviet attacks on Czech publi-
cists, are a measure of the continuing concern, objectively warranted or
not, of the Soviet regime. And despite the leveling off of nervous reac-
tions, Soviet unqualified acceptance of the Czech Action Program of lib-
eralization and democratization is still in suspense.
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2. Extension of the Revolutionary Committee System in Communist China

The revolutionary committees are a device for administering provinces
since Mao's Red Guard aund the Cultural Revolution destroyed the normal’
processes fopv governing. They are composed of representatives of three
elements: the army, the Communist Party, and the Red Guard.

The establishment of a revolutionary committee in Szechwan Province
—— consisting of 70 million inhabitants and occupying a very important
strategic area -- was hailed in a Peking New China News Agency broadcast
on 1 June 1968 as "a great victory for Chairman Mso's ... great proletar-
ian cultural revolution'" and as signaling '"the complete bankruptcy of
the criminal scheme of China's Khrushchev [President Liu Shao-chi], the
others in the handful of top capitalist-roaders in the Party, and their
agents to restore capitalism in Southwest China and Szechwan Province."

Szechwan is bigger than France in size and almost equal to East and
West Germany in population and is one of China's richest and most popu-
lous provinces. Bitter struggles have taken place in this region between
anti-and pro-Mao elements for the past two years. Even artillery and
anti-aircraft guns were reportedly used throughout last year during the
renewed outbreak of factional fighting. Since squabbling continued for
over a year even amchg members of a military team appointed by Peking to
form the revolutionary committee, some observers find it hard to consider
the establishment of Szechwan revolutionary committee as a "victory."
This new committee is the supreme body responsible for handling the af-
fairs of the region, which were previously handled by the Communist Party
Committee and local administrative offices.

Only five of Communist China's 26 provinces and autonomous regions
are still without such committees. They are Fukien, Yunan, Tibet, Sink-
iang and Kwangsi. Failure thus to establish revolutionary committees in
these provinces is reportedly considered pardonable because they are on
a "war footing." They border Russia, India, Burma, Laos, and North Viet-
nam or face Formosa. Szechwan was the last province in "peaceful" China to
create a revolutionary committee.

3. Chinese Communist Support of Insurgent Movements in Northeast India

Despite preoccupation with vast internal problems, Red China finds
time and energy to export revolution. In early June 1968, India report-
edly sealed its Nagaland border with Burma to prevent Naga rebel "na-
tionalists" -- armed, guerrilla-trained, guided and encouraged by Red
China —-- from returning to resume their fight for the "national independ-
ence" of Nagaland and thus break the uneasy cease-fire so tortuously
negotiated in September 1963 that halted their eight-year war with India.
(The cease-fire is due to expire July lst unless re-extended.) This pre-
ventive action was taken by the Indian govermnment as a result of bloody
Indo-Burmese border clashes in May which resulted in the death of some
Indian troops and about 200 Naga rebels trying to return from China, the
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capture of 24 rebels, and the seizure of large guantities of Chinese arms,
ammunition and documents which, officials said, gave conclusive evidence
of Naga links with China.

The seriousness of Red Chinese subversive influence and designs on
Nagaland cannot be taken lightly. A Hindustan Times correspondent who
visited Nagaland in April (this ares has been barred to foreign corres-
pondents for the past 8 years) and talked with the leaders and people was
privately told by a "political thinker" in the rebels' underground "par-
allel" government that the "political initiative and military direction
of & Cuban type revolution in the offing in Nagaland have passed to Peking
... that the solution of the Naga problem is no longer in our hands."
Coordination between China and the Naga rebels has greatly improved since
the first group of Naga rebels marched to China, via Burma, in January
1967 to enlist active Red Chinese support for their fight for "national
independence" and were told that "training a guerrilla force was not
enough," that the underground Naga political leadership must establish
direct contact with Peking and must send its "political representative"
there. This was evident when the second group of Naga rebels that left
for China in January 1968 found truck convoys waiting for them in northern
Burma. Over 1,000 Nagas are now reported to be in China —-- receiving
guerrilla training, arms and indoctrination -- and are not expected to
return until the last quarter of 1968.

(Nagaland consists of 6300 square miles of dense forest and steep
hills, populated by 400,000 nature-worshipping animists, about three-
fifths of whom are today converted Christian Baptists and only about one-
fifth of whom can read and write. There 16 Naga tribes which set aside
thelr ancient feuds and formed a council seeking a more independent
status. They live in 800 Naga villages under a dual government -- the
official, elected regime, and the undergound nationalist one.)

Indian security forces, concerned as well about the growing evidence
of Red Chinese training and equipping of rebels from the Mizo Hills and
Manipur -- in northeastern India's remote hill country which adjoins
Nagaland, borders Burma and lies close to East Pakistan -- have also in-
tensified thelr security patrols in these border areas to prevent further
Chinese subversion there as well as to prevent further raiding and plund-
ering of the Union territory of Tripura by these rebels.

In late April 1968, the Government claimed a sudden outburst of hos-
tility in the Mizo Hills inveolved heavy casualties on both sides and it
confirmed officially that some of the weapons used by those indulging in
subversive activities in the Mizo Hills, Nagaland and Manipur are of Chi-
nese origin. About the same time, another report claimed that groups of
Mizo rebels, trained and equipped by the Chinese, entered the Mizo Hills
from the Chittagong Hill tracts in East Pakistan and that Red China had
shipped weapons to Chittagong camps in East Pakistan to arm and train
Mizo rebels. Still another late April Indian Government report warned
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that India may have to resort to military operations to deal with increas-
ing instability in the remote hill areas of northeast Indig -- in Assam,
Menipur and Nagaland -- and added that "Mizos have also gone to China and
continue to conduct guerrilla operations" from there.

(The 300,000 members of the Mizo tribes, 90% of whom profess to e
Christian and nearly half of whom are literate, live in the Mizo Hills
—- in the southern finger of Assam state on India's northeast border with
Burma. Only about one-third of the Mizos are reportedly securely under
government control. Since 28 February 1966, the 7,000 square miles of
the Mizo Hills have been aflame with rebellion.)
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Ho Chi Minh's Domestic Problems and the Vietnam War

No war can be fought without problems, and the problems engendered
by war are never peculiar to one side. The world press has concentrated
so heavily on those with which the Allies must contend, however, that it
has been difficult to bring Hanoi's difficulties into the limelight. Like
anyone else, Ho Chi Minh has his troubles, both military and political,
and they are grave. Indications of those problems are not as readily
apparent to the free world as those of the Allies are to the Communist
world, but Hanoi's troubles are gradually being catalogued -- in captured
documents, in casualty lists, in the growing importance of defectors and
number of prisoners of war, in cullings from her press and radio. The
following are only a few of Hanol's problems, but knowledge of a portion
of them makes it possible to deduce others now and is assurance that other
problems will gradually bob to the surface.

War weariness must be deduced for the most part, but it must inevi-
tably be part of the dreary life in North Vietnam -- for her people, her
leaders and possibly even her military establishment. Movies and eye-
witness accounts attest to the discomfort of life under regular air at-
tack, but life is undoubtedly uncomfortable also as a result of food and
consumer goods shortages. Resentment must be growing when those who can
afford to patronize the black market manage to feed and clothe themselves
with relative ease, and resentment -- even active disobedience to party
authority -- has actually been reflected in Hanoi's recent anti-subversion
law (see attachments). Water supply problems chronically plague North

Vietnam (Hanoi's propagandists, ignoring the fact that damage to reservoirs,

and other facilities is an annual phenomenon during the rainy season,
blame it on deliberate U.S. air attacks against water installations).
Housing shortages are also a problem as are the absence of hygiene, the
scarcity of medicine and medical aid, the separation of families, the loss
of Vietnam's young men -- all the ugly accompaniments of life for a people
whose country is waging war. It would be interesting to learn what those
who have and are undergoing these privations feel about Ho Chi Minh's
avowed intent to extend the war for 10, 15 or 20 years if necessary.

The dismal state of North Vietnamese agriculture is a major problem
for the country. For several rice harvests years have fallen seriously
pelow the four and one-half million ton averages of the early 1960's
partly as a result of bad weather, partly from mismanagement, partly from
the necessity to shift men and materiel from agriculture into more direct
support of the war effort. The diet of the general population has been
maintained at a bare minimum and even this has been accomplished only by
imports of rice, wheat, flour and other foodstuffs from Communist China
and the Soviet Bloc; imports have been massive they will unquestionably be
higher yet in 1968.

A third problem directly related to both of the above is the diffi-
cult and increasingly dangerous task of infiltrating more troops and
supplies from North Vietnam into the South —- North Vietnam could, in
fact, be viewed as a conmbination funnel and arsenal, which is permitted

Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030030-3



Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030030-3

Lo consume only the minimum essentlals while processing and transporting
to the South whatever is needed for the conduct of operations there. The
North Vietnamese people have apparently accepted this role -- as they do
living with a war -- without enthusiasm or much resistance. Although U.S.
bombing is today limited almost entirely to interdiction of the infiltra-
tion routes in the panhandle, the massive repairs to be made further
north and the task of maintaining and repairing the full lines of commu-~
nication require more than 200,000 full-time workers and several hundred
thousand more part-time workers.

Manpower reguirements, as represented only in small part by the 200,000
workers needed for the infiltration routes, are a burgeoning problem for
North Vietnam. Workers are needed with ever increasing urgency in trans-
portation, agriculture, communications, engineering and labor battalions,
industry, domestic defense and in North Vietnam's Armed forces (see at-
tachments for details). One of the means Hanoi is using to alleviate her
manpower requirements has recently teen revealed in the assignment to
North Vietnam of 40-50,000 Chinese in engineering, labor and railway bat-
talions. This partial "solution" to the manpower problem may well create
an even more serious problem. The Chinese comprise a difficult-to-
assimilate part of the population and a potential menace for the future
(as they were in North Vietnam after World War II or in North Korea after
the fighting ended there in 1953). Many thousands of Chinese technicians
and laborers arrived during the past three years at Hanol's request to
keep supplies moving, to build war-related facilities and to help cope
with the bomb damage; their political activities in giving the North Viet-
namese people daily lessons in the thoughts of Mao Tse-tung were their
own idea.

North Vietnamese geographic and economic dependence on China and the
Bloc is a virtually insoluble problem. North Vietnam's dependence upon
the Soviet Union and the Bloc for vast quantities of military supplies
and Peking's rift with Moscow further complicate Hanoi's efforts to steer
a careful course between the two Communist giants while attempting to
extract the maximum concessions from each with the minimum of repayment
or other commitments. The emphasis, in fact, has been on grant aid rather
than credits, since it is unrealistic to expect a poor country, and one
whose exports and foreign currency holdings are near the zero mark, to
repay the vast debts Hanol is incurring in this war.

Peking's negative attitude regarding peace negotiations undoubtedly
exacerbates any friction which exists in the Lao Dong Politburo between
the pro-Peking and pro-Moscow factions as well as between the Politburo's
hawks and doves. It is difficult to see. how a country or people whose
armed Torces are sustaining such heavy casualties could continue to view
warmly Peking's oft-repeated "suggestions" that the North Vietnamese
foreswear peace talks and confine themselves to military action, concen-
trate on battlefield victories and absorb the inevitable military losses.
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North Vietnamese casualties (as well as those of the Viet Cong) have
been frightful. Since January 1961, the number of enemy dead has been
over 360,000. Forty thousand of these deaths are estimated to have oc-
curred during the Tet offensive. (However, there are close to 350,000
men in the armed forces still in North Vietnam and Hanoi's militia and
security forces are at least that size. Out of a population of 18 mil-~
lion, North Vietnam has nearly three million males between the ages of
17 and 35; and additional 200,000 males reach the age of 1T each year,
more than half of whom are fit for military service.)

Declining troop morale in the North Vietnamese Army is illustrated
by the increasing number of high-level defectors from the NVA as well as
a greater number of unit surrenders. The comments of these men in press
conferences, interviews, prisoner interrogations, etc., have vividly re-
vealed that life in the NVA is sometimes hungary, frequently depressing
and always hazardous (sce comments of Lt. Colonel Dung and others, attached).

The atove polints do not cover all of Hanoi's problews: olhers arce
referred to in the attached articles. While this evidence should not be
misinterpreted as meaning that North Vietnam will collapse in the near
future, it does effectively illustrate the terrible price Hanoi is pay-

ing in continuing the war ... a price that she has been at pains to con-
ceal,
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Assessment of North Vietnam Media:
Indications of Increasing Morale Problems in North Vietnam
(as of December 1966)

An article in the Hanoi Army newspaper Quan Doi Nhan Dan of 1 November
revealed the North Vietnamese regime's fears about army morale. Written
by one Trung Cong, the article amounted to a warning to the Party to step
up ideological education before "rightist," i.e. defeatist, thoughts ir-
remediably affected the army's fighting spirit.

In its theme of the conflict between "proletarian" and "non-prole-
tarian" thoughts, the article defined the latter as "rightist, negative
and individualistic thoughts when faced with new ordeals." These were
said to take shape and develop if the "ideological task is not carried
out constantly.' There were army units which had to struggle against
these negative thoughts because "the battleground of proletarian ideol-
ogy in these units is steadily consolidated every day." Faced with hard-
ship and "temporary, partial losses," a number of soldiers were falling
to entertain "correct views and thoughts." Only a "thorough education"
could bring soldiers' thoughts into line with the Party's views, and a
careful check. should be kept on "the trend of the development of thought."

The article implied that the ideological leadership had failed in
its "central task'" of "ensuring that everyone has a steadfast anti-U.S.
national salvation determination.'" It criticized the leadership for
lacking "an objective and scientific method of study as well as a firm
mass outlook." This had resulted in a failure to understand "the mind
of the masses."

Although it was hinted that "passive phenomena," (i.e. a war weari-
ness) had arisen after fierce battles, the article claimed that "suffer:
ing losses and making sacrifices do not mean that we are not winning".
If this thought was borne in mind, Trung Cong concluded, "we will always
be optimistic, confident and resolute."

Problems of morale are on the increase generally in North Vietnam.
It is clear that there is a strong body of opinion critical of the Hanoi
regime's aggressive policy which has exposed the North to US-South Viet=
namese bombing raids. The people who hold these views are certainly in
the leadership, as well as in the army and among the civilian population.

Evidence that they are in the leadership, possibly at a high level,
is to be found in an article by Hoang Quoc Viet in the July issue of the
party periodical, Hoc Tap.

Viet, one of the most influential members of the Communist (Lao Dong)
party leadership, who is believed to favor China's hard line, was much
concerned sbout the "new workers" who were becoming "very easily perplexed
when faced with difficulties and hardships.' He considered that it had
become an "extremely urgent problem" to struggle resolutely against.”
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"pacifist ideas.” It had to be admitted, the article said, that "a number
of our comrades have lacked a correct view of the working class in con-
solidating and safeguarding the north and liberating the south. As s
result, certain front policies have not been strictly carried out."

As these "comrades" were in a position to prevent the implementation
of front policies, it can be assumed that they hold important Party or
Government posts.

On 8 October Hanoi Radio also admitted that in the present situation
"many of our people are worried" and it was likely that "their worries
might affect their struggle spirit." Some people, the broadcast said,
had thought that "we should be a little bit more yielding and flexible
in order to avoid bloodshed and killing. They believe that “the use of
diplomatic skill may sometimes spare sacrifices." However, "For our part
we think otherwise ... we are deeply aware that independence and freedom
cannot be achieved through negotiations and talks but only through the -~
shedding of our blood." S

The problems resulting from loss of morale have led to g general
tightening up of security and consequently to increased emphasis on the
role of the security forces. President Ho Chi Minh spoke to the North
Vietnamese People's Security Forces Emulation Conference (broadcast on
22 October) urging security officers and men to "perfect their organiza=-
tion" and "strive to improve revolutionary morality." They should be
"sincerely united, must completely eliminate individualism, must thorough-
ly correct arrogant bureaucratic and overbearing manners, and must es-
tablish very good relations between the security forces and the people."
One of their principal tasks was to "deepen their hatred for the U.S. ag-
gressors. '

The Party daily Nhan Dan, in an editorial on 22 October, stressed that
the security forces had been ordered to "check in time and suppress all
pilots of the reactionaries in order satisfactorily to protect our leading -
organs and armed forces..."

An editorial on 27 November in Quan Doi Nhan Dan emphasized the need
to review regulaily the rules governing "the preservation of secrets and
the prevention of enemy penetration in the units of the people's armed
forces, in the public authorities, schools and co-operatives" and to sup-
plement them when necessary. Security methods should be integrated "into
the firm pattern of our daily life." It was essential to "react skilfully
to all events as they occur, not letting them affect other localities
"Backward elements" must be reformed; "reactionary elements" should be
suppressed.

Combined with these warnings and exhortations to vigilance are attacks
on American "deceitful propaganda." The editorial warned that the United
States used "material means to buy up certain elements along with spread-
ing false rumors and putting forward hypocritical sugar-coated arguments
which had "the dark aim of paralyzing our army's and people's vigilance
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CHAPTER IX

IT I8 SIMPLY not true, as we are told so often, that this
is an “unwinnable war”, a “bottomless wit".

I At the present time It is widely
thought that the United Htates and g
ailies have gained a military superi-
ority in Viet Nam and that, as long as
the United States remalns frmly com-
Cmitted, the Vietcong cannot achieve
a military victory, In- fact, {f it
‘wanted to, the United States could
practically wipe North viet Nam off
,the map in a matter of hours. It
should be commended for the restraint
it has shown. .

* -1t seems that the old thcory that it
required a manpower ratio of at least
10 or 12 to 1 to successfully counter
guerrilla warfare has TDeen largely
rendered obsolete in Viet Nam by the

introduction of new techniques by the -

Unitedd States, ‘the most important
of them being the slow-moving troop
carrier, the parachute, chemical defoli-
‘ators, and particularly the helicopter
which has given the counter-guerrilia
forces a proviously unknown  degree
of mohility.

Military victory

As was pointed out in the chapter
on Hevolutionary Guerrilln Warfare,
the frst ossential in counter-guerrilla
operations Is to defeat the guerrilla
militarily. This we have begun to do.
There are a number of reasons for this
put by far the most important is that
we have gained a limited superiority
in terms of mobility through the heli-
copter. In other words we have largely
taken from the guerrilla two of his
principal nssets — Space. and Time,
From what was sald enrlier, it can be
scen that this coniributes greatly to
the breaking down of the super-struc-
ture of the Vietcong spparatus.

‘Other important f{actors contributing
to the same end are, firstly the im-
mense air power of the United States,
particularty evident in its B52 hombing
ralds, which are destroying the Viet-
cong’s underground network, and com.’
pletely demoralising many of the North
Victnamese conscript guerrillas  enter-
ing the South and secondly, the fact
that North Vietnamese guerrillas are

J/'now actually controliing the Viet-
cong's day-today operations in the
field. The problem for the Vietcong
with the latter is that the North Viet-
namese consider the war to be in o
different nnd. more advanced phase
than do the South Vietnamese who
have & far better undsrstanding of
the eountry and the present situation.

Vietcong into fighting large - scal

batiles and they are Deing duly mas
sagred. The Norih WVietnemese intors
pretation may have bean right twelve
mopths ago - it seems to by com-
pletely wrong at the present tme,
There appears to hs jittlé doult that
they should stil he ennducting smallr
scple, guerpilla operatinns (phasen ons
and two of Mao's stratogy) oty
than engeging in largo-sealy  baltles
(somewhere belween phases twa and
three). . :

Ralance has swung

1t is possible, one must suppose,
that the guerrillas could return 1o the
carlier. phases of confiict. But even
if they did it must be doubtful
whether this would be of any great
advantage as the upper hand in terms
‘of that critical Iactor of mobility
fwithin the confines of South  Viet
Nam would remain with the United
Btates forces. It must be emphas|sed
that the military balonce, even in
such refined aspects, has altered con-
siderably over the last lwelve months
or so.

i Having said that, North Viet Nam
now appears to face four slternatives,
excluding, of course, withdrawel, It
may call in & major POWEr such 83
Russia or China; it may move fof
negotiations and attempt to gain at
the conference table what it is losing
in the field (with reasounable chances
of suececding); it may broaden the
war Wostwards across Laos and Cams
bodia into Thalland, where the neces-
sary spadework hns already been
donie; or it may do none of these
things but continue on as at presont
pinning its hopes to outlasting the
United States or to e favourable turd
in the South Vietnamese political
situation. :

Shirking showdown

The first scems highly unlikely a3
neither Russia nor China would look
with favour ‘upon the prospect of
coming into direct conflict with the
United States.  The second alse
appears  unlikely at  the moment.
Fonoi let a golden opportunity to
negotiate from a reasonably  sound
bargaining position pass it by last
January during the U8, “‘peace offen-
sive”. Decisions of this kind depend
very largely on the balance of power
in the Lao Donp Politbure and s0
prodiction  is  difficult.  The third
course of action seems to be n real
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decided  disadvantage of not leading countries, particularly those which are
to viclory, ab least mililarily. Again, opening committed in any way to the . )
any decision to deviate from the pre. support of South Viet Nam, such as ... -
sent course of action may depend Australia, New Zealand, the US, Lt st e X .
on' the power structure within the Eritain and Korea. In this field. the  WASHEINCTON DAILY WN¥WS ~
Lao Dong. battie s being carricd on by world 19 Tune 10&49
- _— ernatl Comimunist organisations th;ough the L7 JURC T
¢ most plausible alternative manipulation of the press, ra lo, clergy, Y4 3
course of action to that presently peaccp {ronts, tradé unions, political V&fﬁi‘.‘i’: BiggeS”' SuerN(ser;
being pursued appears, therefore, to parties, intelicctuals and bodies such
be a widening of the ares of conflict. 35 “Viet Nam Day Commitlees”, "Save . Hﬁ’f N Vief
It is reasonable. lo expeet that the Qur Sons” organlsations with the * » )
ruerrillas, may attompt to  retrleve yitimate objective of brin ing sufficient I . o -y
undisputed superiority In terms of world-wide . prossire on- (e Unitea ~_ SAIGON, Junc 18 PR - A company of commu
Space and Time by extending Lhe Stales Governront to undermine its st tronps lgnd down tlzmr arms and held up ther
war into Thailand, if this is at all will to continue and "to persuade it hands in Saigen loay in the largest mass surrens
possible and that largely ?epcnsd}f C;S to leave Viet Nam and the Indo: der of the Vielnam War. ;
thelr resources and morale. Ould Chinese reglon or at least reduce its ; RH A
North Viet Nam win in the South it commitmengt there, | U. 5. and South Vietnamese Imh.tm‘y spokcsmt‘!g
will, of course, not have any great said about half the 121 guerillas who sm'rcndpn.
problems in either of lhese respects. Whilst at the present time, the Com- were North Vietnamese, usually the toughest_ of
munists appear generally t(i be also  the communis{ {roups. v
v 3 51 5 aspec 2 ' one A
Breaking morale o e Sere o s meenual’ on® They gave up thres miles notheast of dow.
The most effectlve way of counter- gome as the military conflict is likely town Saigon after ba;mg hunte in house-to-house
ing this possibility Is to do all in our 1o continue in one form or another fighting by South Vietnamese Marines who had
bower to undermine the guerrilles’for some years, during which cur killed at least 60 of their comrades the past two
morale, will and resources in therently unforseen circumstances might  days, :
broadest sense of the term. For thissuddenly affect the political battle both

‘more intensive hombing of North Vietin Viet Nam and abroad, consequently This is quile encouraging. We're happy to sce -
Nam may or mny not be necessary.deciding the final outcome of the ihem turn themselves in this way rather than at i
What is necessary i3 cffective positive whole war. the cost of a number of our men,” said Capt. !
action and preparatory counter - guer- Charles Beatley, 28, of Richmond, Va.,, a U.S. i

rilla operations in Thalland in order War can.be won adviser lo the Mavides,
gz;ns;‘;figc‘; R tg&crfi‘;i,fezsggﬁugé ,fgg Overall, there is liitle doubt thal the  Allied officials said the previous record surren-
that South Viet Nam, the United WaT €an be won. Whether it is won der wag 108 North Vietnamese who gave up to

will depend very largely on the degree . SN
Stales, Thalland and their allies stand of understanding shown by the United U. 8. Army paratrocopers theree, months. a@

firm and unylelding and clearly show States and its allies of the internal Rear the city of Hue, 360 miles north. ;

themselvas as such. Vietnamese political and social situ-

_This conflict will be decided by the @4on and upon the flrmness of éheir

baille of willpower as much as any. resolutfon to prevent further Com-

thing clse. The military confiict In the ™uRISt expansion in Indo-China, with

field is only one part, although g the realisation that the fall of South

mnjor 'pzu't ol the whole war. The Viet Nam would in all probability be '

cther aspect, which could be the decid- 2 Prelude to ‘h':i ,f‘:u tIOf go}étvh'%aﬁ

ing fnctor, irrespective of the military A1 1 not all As a'do ‘101 €5 “éc ‘t(}):'z

situntion s the political battla, Of the freedom and welfare o } it

belng fought on two levels. Firstly, peoples of these countries and their

in Salgon and other important South SIOW, bul steady, progress quu{gs

Victnamese urban areas where the Viet- ic(;?l?fr;;?‘%mgg % rn"l‘;‘éi’:ﬂ?h‘ﬁ%ﬁ tlg ’th

cong and its agents aim at arousing ) latio ¢ "md robab] - 'the eventual . :
the maximum amount of dlscontent, 150lation 2 p ¥ .

chaos and disorder, through the ox- C“I'}it‘,‘tmiti"f"‘m? é“lfif“fic‘)llfﬂ-stc will have \
ploitation of grievances, real or other 1L 1s won, & maj P : A}
wise, in hope of a Government at least bcct}dtakex’ictown'lr(lii tl])ecé’g‘éseg‘;atggug

neutralist in outlook coming to power WOIId peace. he  DPeop

Viet Nam will be able to return to a
which would tell the United States and . . Ly
its nllies to leave and allow the Viet- F10T¢ normal mode of living and to

namese to settle thelr own problems tge' task tOI ec}o.n‘?lm'lcmtl]:z’ dcw{glgailng
“in peace” by coming to some form [DCIT dcox‘é" {ry W";‘l m{ ,‘me. ’ 0°5
of acconunodation with the Vict.con{,'.gfotvﬁe In:leestcfaﬁ%; ‘i)fozrgivtl'?vmglss;r
Secondly, it is belng fought in a num- 3 > : *

JAPAN TIMES
May 1968
e 2

§;Ie F -~ E talks, the only Chinese Com-
) @& S IOrri . urope munist pressman, the corre.
Peking Pressure in Peace Talks Mewaent of the New China
By MAMORU KYKUCHL: Iany obsta. NEW8 Agency, left for “a vaca.
J)apnn"r:mos Correspondent Cle‘?' among %?Tr)]b'-qug ?eklng' The Chinese
st S—-There s the black| . Rh Peking's | pibETaY S Peces attache also
ovgro\rhg "gﬂ‘mialnacorfng}:g Hanoi seems to On the other hand, Chinese:
tons” - betweon the Uorea Slpff‘ the most Ambassador Huang Chen, who,
States and the Demoeratio Ko IMficult one, has been home for “recduca-

With hun- tlon” by the. R G G
public of Vietnam in Paris, 06% )-%E; ed Guards, is
00570841 Tik CIA-RDP7803064A 06040063 ¢) back to Paris,
Approved FOE‘{%%?&SMH course with ) ggn pressmen  He will notdoubt try to bring
L 1L €O 3 . coming tgo strong pressure to bear on the

o Paris for the‘ Hanol delegatlon
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and undermining our will to fight . Ho Chi Minh, in his speech to the
People's Security Forces' Emulation Conference, warned against an inten-
sification of intelligence and espionage activities by the enemy, who was
said to be attempting to "encourage and entice the reactionary elements
in the North to his side in order to oppose and sabotage the revolution."

By thus laying the blame for the opposition to the regime on the
shoulders of the United States, it is clearly hoped to direct the wide-
spread disaffection into anti-American channels and away from the Party
and Government.

Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030030-3
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it would mean that Hanot
had chosen Washington and
Moscow rather than Peklng..
p'On the other hand, if Hanol
gives way to pressure from
Peking, it would lose its pres.

Ohgervers believe that the
Chinese are opposed o any
compromise solution. They|
helleve that the Russlansi
support settlement of the.

Viet ¢ ugh

s eoriramine  beeaze- ent independence. In  this
they want a detente and are situation, the Chinese are ex-
now too busy in Eastern Eu- . tpeclted to take every oppor.
rope. * : Iﬁm ty of complicating the

Some observers belleve that i{’iﬁ talks, o

there might be some oppor- . part’ from the Chinese
tunity  for Washington to pressure and Hanol's difficult
reach agreement with Hanol xt)ogitlon, the negotiating time.
despite’ Chinese opposition, a! %16 is likely to be linked
However, French sourceg sald  ~ . é" % lthe American presiden.
that the chances seem slim 1al election schedule. Thig
that North Vietnam will would ohviously suit the pur-
ellmb down from the Mos< ’;oies of President Lyndon B,
cow-Peking tightrope through ';f’ubns%" }?nd Vice President,
which it has hitherto manr hid "u umphrey. At thei
aged to preserve its indepens t.}«‘me Ame, Hanol would usel
dence, This is because, if € merican, convention!

deadline ag a lever to extract:

they reached an agreement, concessions from Washington,'

JERUSALEM T'OST
1 March 1968

Vietnam: The story of
one Hanoi soldier
who surrendered

By MARK FRANKLAND Company. They entered Laos somewhere
. . HAIGON (Ofns). — near Tchepone, and at the end of June
THE- Vietnam war has reached a stage crossed Into South Vietnam in Kontum
r] where statistics have taken the rcall\(t)‘/ Province. .
out of suffering. In the past few ;.vetep;s, ) Jungle tracks
thousands of o on lhr;w'}.‘h?:i(inn:;“}‘xc\iﬁdréds All along the roufe, at a distance of a
of thousnnds woundec. Rg the figures day's march apart, they came across liaison

s of refugees. ¥
%tttltour?fnfmz;,\Oft;;,cw;f-itm- you may just posts where they were fed and provided

nolcter  gurprize at  the with a guide for the next day. These

]mvc.-.mtlmcf t?lc ls?\'fi‘;t}:llllgs‘l)llxt jta quallty guides chose the jungle tracks that were
qunn { 0.1 nee to pcnch"atc. free of Amerlcan bombing and flarcups.
B e O ore, prase Dinh Cong Ba. It Is a tribute to thelr skill that In all the
a -zn‘k-yl:s;r-old Nmtth Vietnamese soldier journey south the group wag hombed only
ho one February morning crept out from  once, when entering South. Vietnam, and
\l“:lsofo*d\.ol('. under the cover of smoke from one soldier was killed, IMifty others were
the )\(;avy haltle round him, and found his sent back becauge of ilness. Usually they

way to a Victnamese
whom he surrendered.

to proise him ‘bcc:\use .
N s v gide, It is just that ;
gtqtilos&mm:torl;ggtr o;_c living maun, and threce months: a ‘kilo-and-a-half. of dried

roug : H v respects to - meat, the same amount of salt and 400
UI]: Ot‘l‘gh(tlltm‘:viugd:tm]‘)l;z nor\ ‘thls \Bar that  grammes of monosodium glutamate, which
rx‘ttc‘h‘ﬁld,cn farever behind statistics. they used to make soup with foreat vege-

Ba is an open, smiling young man. His tables, They marched five or six hours a
face i'-; still pale from his months of liv- day for five days, rested the slxth,
ing ln‘th(‘. jungle and hls arms ave covered In August they met up wi‘th {he Vliet-

h inscet bites and scratches. Although  cong unihu. whose strength they were to
T ow ‘dresses in the brown shirt and  bolster. Ba jolned the 82nd Artitlery Com-
h?‘ ots of “a ‘lml chanlh (someone who pany of the VC Fifth Divislon, armed with
tnouacr.‘q mdmfed under the Saigon Governe five DIKZ 75 mm. recollless antl-tank rifles
hﬁ? Smrd on ‘Armis Programme) he still  and 18 AW 47s. His job, lke most of the
?\;;:1': hlf Victconiz: rubber tyre sandals.  soldiers. was to carry anununition,

His toc-nnils look ike small, rough sea- . glthough it was a mixed Vie.tcong-
shells. ' ' Northern unit, all the leaders, fronl ar-ctijon

Ba walked oll the way South in_ R chier up, were Southerners, Relalions 5o
group that totalled five companles (r59 tween the two groups, Ba sald, '1‘€-u({
men). His was called the “Finish the War ayery good.” He admived the politica

~ Approved For Release 2005/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061A000400030030-3
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My purposc I3 not covered by jungle, but open spaces were

v gave himself up, negotiated by night.
AL They carrvied %n thelr backs food for

Cntholic priest, to  travelled by day along paths conmpletely -
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cadre very much - .“he wad our spiritual
element”, The cadre salg “our Inission
was to attack the Amevicans, liberate the
South and unify the country. We were told
it would bhe enough to have one battle
and morale was very hight”

The company took up a position in Bilen
Ioa Province along the Dong Nai River,
some 20 wmiles from ‘imgcvn, but after
two months’ waiting they had to move
hack towards the Cambodian border, “be«
cause American tactics had caused &
shortage of rice,”” However, the company
never seems to have been scriously hame
pered in it 8 movements, which, say somer
thing about the llmitationys of Amerlcan
and South Vletnamesc intellizencc and alr
power.

Unlil Jcmuary 1968, they occupicd thmn-
selves In training and with transporting
rice which had to bhe brought from the
Cambodian slde of the border. Some of
the Northern troops were surprised to
find the Soulh’more prosperous than they
expected. . The politlcal cadre explained
that some people In the South "were
alaves of material things,” and Ba sald
the men agreed with hinw.

‘Lost courage’

‘ In January the company moved back
for the great battle, In fact it never went
futo action properiy because the VC plan

WASHINGTON POST
10 June 1968

Ve

in this case was caught off balance by an
Awmerican reaction that was lucky rather
than Intentjonal. It was {he worst haltle.
field I've seen,” sald an Awmerican officer
later. "You could have walked an Le
shaped area covering three kilometres and
scarccly have touched the ground. l've
never secn so many bodies, not even after
the human. wave attacks in Korea,"” Who
can blame Ba for that moment when he
“lost courage?”’

His future now Ix uncertain, He still
admircs Mo Chi Minh very much,. and
does not know If there is anyonc like him
in the South, Me thinksg the North could
go on fighting [or another six years or so.
"It will be difficult to arouse the ardour

of the troops now, but perhaps the polls

tical cadre will thinlt of something.”

He rather ilkeg the Americans he has -
‘miet bul is not so sure about the South
“Vietnamese officlals. What ho would really

like Is to somchow attach himself to
the Amerlean Army and go North with

them so0 that he could rejoin his family.,

He thinks “the Amerlcans would destroy
the Comimunist Pavty but not the peoplet
Ba is a nice, open fellow, but goodness
knows what the war will end up doing
with him. He broke out of the world of
giatistics for a monient when he left his
foxhole, but he cnnnot ascape 18 clutches
for ever, .,

Defeclor

fers

Allies a Strategy

By Lee Lescaze
Washington Post Foreigu Service

SAIGON, June 9—Former
Vietcong Lt. Col, Phan Viet
Dung, a high-ranking defector,

thinks the war will go on for &

Jong time If the allies pursue
a military victory.

“If we want to crush
the other side militarily, it will
take a long time and the cost
will be high,” Dung sald.

"But there are olher ways Lo
end the war. W¢ can exploit
divisions on their side. We can
‘ perhaps find a way lo get
them to raily in groups, not
singly as I did.”

Dung, who had commanded
a reglment, is certain ihat
other Vietcong officers and
soldicrs share his doubt that
the war will never be solved
militarily and he belicves that
many also arc not certain they

Wi Viat
o e NPT EOF Relea

¥oe Seen Resigned

“Since 1865, ecveryone {in
the Vietcong) has known that
there can be no military solu-
tion {o the war,” Dung saxd in
a long interview.

Dung angered one milltary
interrogator several days car-
lier by refusing o give de-
tailed information about the
Vietcong - 165th . Regiment,
which he commandcd hefore
he defected.

He had said that many of
the Vietcong are his Triends
and he is not ecager to see
them killed. He wants to aid
the Saigon government but
not by simply Informing on
his unit.

3 Phases Since 1963

The Colonel came back from
several years in North Viet
nam in 1963. He divides the
years since then into three
phases.

In the first, “when there
were only Amcrican advlsers,

seR AT CIARA7s-

where the chlcong had seri-
k]

ous difficully—they had to
leave ten dead and one ma-
chine gun behind. :
Dung fought most of the
time in the Highlands along
the Cambodian border. In the
second phase, he sald, his
troops would usually have tha
advantage atthe start of each
baltle hecause of surprise ats
tacks and slow Allied reacs
tlons. But when the reaction
and the planes came, Dung
safd, the advantage shifted.
The third phase began with
the Tet attacks on the citles,
he said. He found this fighting
extremely difficult for his reg.
iment,
VC Leaders’ Concern- .
"“Vielcong leaders want to
create an Impact in the world
and don't care about casual-
ties,”" Dung said. “There is &
conflict, a contradiction,

-03061 0004000300803
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lons and guaranteeing victory,
especially guaranteeing the
Hves of our seldiers for whom
we are responsible,

“If we fulfilled our responsi-
bility to our troops, we failed
to satisfy our leaders; if we
satlsfied. our leaders, we be-
trayed our consciences.”

Dung said he had difficulty
communicating the situatiod
he saw in the field to his supe-
riors. He was amused when an
American told him that U.S.
officials In  Vietnam fre-
quently make the same com-
plaint. .

Dung, 38, gave up to South
Vietnamese  authorities in
Binhduoing Province May 7 as
the Vielcong made their scc-
ond major effort to attack Sai-
gon. Ile said that he first
thought of doing so 11 years
ago, “when 1t was clear thera
would be no elections to re-
unify Vietnam." ’

Joined Vietminh at 15

He joined the Vietminh at
15; at 16 he was a member of
the Communist Party. He wag
a 24-year-old deputy battalion
commander when the French
were defeated in 1954,

Dung went to North Viet

nam afler the partition of the -

" SAIGON DAILY NEWS
21 Harch 1968

/08/17 : CIA-RDP78-03061AG00400030038x3 unism with

counfry anc became an artil-
lery office in the North Viet
namese rmy. .

“I am proud of joining the
Vietminh to fight against the
French,” he said. “But I began
to find that communism was
not the right doctrine for me,”

But three things made it dif-
{icult for him to decide to
abandon the Communists,
Dung sald.

He was not sure that the
government in Saigon was any
better than the government in
Hanoi; the Americans were
supporting Salgon and he
thought they were responsible
for blocking the national elec-
tions called for by the Geneva

agreements; also, he had many
frlends on the Communist
side.

Thinks Capitalism Better

- Dung said he knew little of
capitalism except what he
learned from Comrunist lee-
lures and books, but he believ-
ed that capitalism could make
the people happy and the coun-
try strong. '
"It was not all good, but if

<

colonialism, communism is
better; If you compare com-
munism with capitalism, capi-
tallsm Is better”

He decided that the Salgon
government had many faulis
but was belter than the gov-
ernmoent in Hanol,

“As 8 Vietnamese” Dung
said. “I don't Uke to have for-
eigners—oespecially {oreign
troops—in the country.”

It took much thought before
he decided that the Americans
were not the agpgressors and
were not secking 2 colonial
empire in Vietnam, he said.

He compared the actions of
the United States in Vielnam
snd the Soviet Unlon in Hun.
gary and found them identical,
Dung said: If Russia was not
an  aggressor, neither was
Amcerica, he said, He thinks no

encroachments by conumunism
on parts of the non-Commu-
nist world should be tolerated
by the United States. :

As to the problem of having
lo leave —- and peshaps fight
against—his friends 1if he ral
lled to the Baigon govern
ment, Dung said, “If T had
walted for everything o be
right, I would never have been
able to rally.” - .

AN
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vy Py kY : %
As told to Mekong Features reporter, Thanh

Hiep, by 16 year old Nguyen Van 1'ruong who es-
caped with help of a North Vietnamese resistance

organization.
SAIGON (MP) = ¢ Each por-
son is allowed a monthly food
ration of G kilo of rice ahd 4
kilo of maize, ba this sulficiont
or not ; whilo the entire family
gets half a cup of fish  sauce.
two pidces of {lint and enough
petroloum to last one day...

«Evary year they gave us g
ticket to buy 3 meters of stata-
made fabric, Noone could buy

allowance of 300 gm of meay
on the occasion of the TET
New Lunar Year celesbration,
But with the baginning of 1667
President Ho announced; «Wo
ara to give up our TET ratimn

of meat 10 nalp our dear fellow

csuntrymsn of the South..»

This description of actual
conditions in  North Vietaam
was given by 18 year old
Nyguysn Van TRUONG who li.

Nghe An Provine2, North Viet.
nam near the- ITth paralla}
which separates North from
South Vietoam, Truong mandgs
to escape in mid-1067 with the
kelp of a resistanco movoment
in NerthVietnam called the Loa-
gue of the Holy Sword,

«Each dstail of our like
Truong continuzd, «ur cvery
aclivity was controlled  and roe
Julatad by the States, Ev vy ona

morA i §%ed ForRelkease 2006/08417 £iGhA-RDET8-Q306:bA0004009 30030135 ey
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Ho's teachings which urgad'...
to work withcut paying aitention .

to the month of the year, to the
waek of tha month, to the d.y
of the wa2k and to the hour of
the dsy.' In my villago of
Quynh Luu most paople earn
their living by farming or fish®
ing. Evary day, at 2 o'clock in
the  morning, [ went with tha
fish boats out to gsa. We wera
not allowad to go beyond 7 or
8 kilometors from shore as the
Viet Cong (Vietnamegse Com-
munist) officers are afraid ma-
ny of tha fishermen would try
to escapa, At five in tha after-
‘neon, all the fighing boats had
o go back (o port whare

Party cadremen eawaited to
valug and fake our fish. Each

fisherman wasg allowed to keep
one kilogram of fish regardlass
of the siza of his family.»

«I may offum, » TRUONG
continued, «thal we were alf
© yory angry with such prac.
lices but no one dhred show
his discontent, Even so wa
ware a litlta bottsr.off thau the
farmers who got only their re”
gular mouthly allowance of rice
and maiz3, However,» TRUONG
addad, veven the allowance of
rice and maize is not grantsd
lo averyone, but only to those

who get marks for their
work, Those who  cannot
work, even for soms ill-

ness or any other reason, will
gst reduced marks and their
monthly rice allowanca is cut
down. For example if a worker
can not work for two-days, his
rice allowauce for that monti
is lesisned by 700 gr——more
than 1594,

In.addition to the . obligstory
heours to bo woiked for tha
State, the number of which was
naver clsarly {ixad, paople had
to work extra hours to increase
their family income, M “reover,
ovory one had o go to four or
five meatings  a month
to hear the Communist Parly
cadremean lecture on the policy
of rasistance against Amarican
imparialism, and the [alse
governmant of thg South,

«I do not know about the
other provincas of North Viet-

nam,» TRUONG continued, wout
I know that in the district oOf
Quynh Luit no peasant owned q
radio set, Ounly Partly cadre-
men holding positions of vma_
ge commissar upwards own
theso davices ».

« Walking and riding water
buffaloes and oxen are the cur®
rent modes of transport, in th3
whole district of Quynh Luu
only Party cardremen and some
villagars own bicycles. Bicycl®
owners, who wish to cell must
get permission from their villa~
ge authorities and pay @ heavy
tax» i
© «In North Vietnam  the {wg
religions, Buddhist and Ceths-
lic, are undsr conslant pres®
sure from the C.murinist Party
‘and the Govermmznl, Catholics:
ara the object ¢f constant suspi-
gisn, The Pa:ly cadremen tell
Christians, 'Sipposa you - live
g lazy lif2 and sit all day long
to worship th2 Chiist, will. h?
giva you rica to eal and cluthas
toput  on.. ™ They spread
among the psople their propa-
g.nda saying that Christians
jncluds reactiznary elem:znls
always szeking lo go over to
the enemy.«Christians are the
foes of our pabpla» they say.
TRUONG continuad, «Aftar tho
arrest of Fath-r Tran Dinh CAN,
Priest of Quynh Luu parisiien
Avgust 7, 1966 the cadre-

nen arrostad Bishop

Tran Dinh NHIEM, of tle

archdiocese of Vinh. Threa

months later Father CAN was
brought back to his chur_ch

where the cadreman usszmblod
the population and read. a ver-
dict condemning Father CAN as
grelty of tho ~ ‘mes azalnst tha
people, then ho was taken away
and no ona ever heard [rom
agrinm

Many churches and pagndag
have bezan turned into olfices
and storage places for the Go-
vernmeant, TRUONG slated that
the liitle parish’ in ths villige
of Quynh Ban has bsen used as
a Stils granary gsince 1965

For publio eutertainmant one
can 869 prapaganda films and
ﬁlays occazionally if he ha3

esough money [or the ticket
Gsnotally  entertainmant sube
jocts call for increase in producs
tion, or relats the batitle of Dien
Bien Phu, the Chinese strugyle
or the Russian revolution,
Marriages -
All the young people in North
Viotnam must learn by  hear!
the following slogan, «Delay
making a choice of you mate. I,
the choice has been mads,
postpons the marriage, If the
marriage has been mads, wait
to have childron, If the children
are born, limit their number ;
oné child {a not enough, two
‘children will do, thrae are too
‘many.» Marriage is not allowad
for men undsr 22 end wonen

5

under 20. The engaged coupla’™ |

must get permission {rom the
State and pay & tax which some
times is more than they can
raise,

After marriage ths State
psrmits each couple to give
birth to two children,
If & third child is born, the
Stats can tolarate this « misfor-
tuna », But if the wile has any
irdicatior: of a fourth pregnen:
¢y, she is obligod to have an
abortion and submit to an opa,
ration which will preveut having
any more children, Boys and
girls convicted of illegal lial-
sons will _be lrought baefore
popular criticism and then Le
«readucated» in a detention-can~
ter. If they have a child from
their illegal lisison, the child is
not allscatad 2 norinal monthly
ration of food,

Conscription

TRUONG reparted tlial prae
viously the State only recruited
young msn 18 years of age
upwards, except [or Ciristian
youth who are judged unrolio.
Lle, But witkin the past throo
yoars the age limit has boen
droppad to 14 and Chiistian
youth are incluied.

TRUGNG said that tho cadre-
man teid  everyons that the
Northornars who fled South at
the timo of pattition of thg
csuntry in 1954 had be:n killed
by the Americane, Most of
TRUONG's - own family wag
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in 1954 w I did not bLsliove
the cadremewy TRUONG said, .
@0 1 kept Iooking for any
occasion to escape’ 1o the
Scuta, Soma rumors has clrcu-
latod among  ths  fishermen
abont the lsaguo but | was not
sure if they werg trug uctil one
of the Parly cadrem:n cpent an
entire evoning lecturs atlacking
thz rumora ond warning severe
punishm:t  for thoss who

rapsated them., Thau ! was
suro (he rumors were irues,

As usual  young TRUONG
w.nl te Lis boat lo go lishing
but now ho changed bis fiahing

arza and nstead of gaing closs
tothe shora, he sallad nearly

T moff the coast, There on
A, 2120, 1987 he mot a  boat
from  the  Loague, TRUONG
waved and shouted to thom,
He was taken abrood ths
ship and alterwards blindlolded
and brought to a mountainous:
Te jion which was callad the

YOMIURI, Tokyo.
29 April 1968

unknown to him, Later

dor of the Leagus egraod ty
holp him join his family in the
South, Once syain  he wag
tsken in a boat for &x of
saysn hours and then P taced
in a small bost and told to
row to shore. When {inally
ashore, he wag laken to the
Danang R:ceplion Center of the
‘Cp3n Arms program cf South
Vietnam,

In early Dacembor 1987 he
was given a pass signad by Mr.
Vo CONG chisf, of the Danang
Canter, With this pass, TRUONG
obtainad the right to reside in
any part of the Rapubhc of
Viatnam,

TRUONG went to Iwe wnh his
father and two sisters who had
flod to the south in 1954 and
dre now living in Binh Tuy, 4%
km from Saigon, TRUONG gaid
that the Loague had told him

thay would continue to- stand :
ngamst the Hanei regims until ;
~ rfleath I»

she true aspiratioss of . the

met, and iiat others Jike him-
self would ‘algo be helped to
flae South.

«&s goon as | put my faat on
the ground of the South»
TRUONG continued, «my eyos
wora dazzlad with amazament
and Iway draaming.» Everything
apprared aew to him, Ata tailor
shop he stopped in wonder at
the largs display of clothes
«May I buy some ?» he askad,
«Of courge you may, providod
you may, provided you can pay
for themy, the shop ownar ange
worad with a laugh,

«Poopla  in  tho  Southy,
TRUONG  continued  «really
enjoy to much fresdom and
they are very happy, As com-
pared with the Southorners
standard of living that of Nor-
therners doss not attain  the
Thirtieth part of it. And yet the
cadremen told ug the paople of
the South have baan starviag te

. .
i A

North Vietnam Ha;s
Its Troubles Too

By Edwaerd Neillan

Hong Kong (CN8)—Ieferralgy Fhe document was referred  wyiatpara (DRVY. -7 77

“fight 20 yemrs or

t6 North Vietnam as o sg 0 im a Dbroadcast by Tadig

premely motivated, unified and
monolithie  natlon, prepaved tg
more”
determined to “Uberute” South
Vietnam at any cost, have
been heard often enough,
But  the statements
necessarily so.

There iz ample evidence that
Novth  Vietnam. has  its argu-
mients between  hawks  and
doves, that the country has
morale problems In the face
of intenstve bombing and news
gmt geeps back about easuad
es

In his writings about the
‘ast Indochina war North Viets
’amwn Gen Vo Npuyen Giap
said, "I’svchologival dcpthqmn
sets In from time to time on
the home front and even
among leaders, We must strive
o combat this weakness.”

That Hauol s having more
trouble at home than the West
might suppose 1s revealed in
the text of a North Vietnamese

:u'cn‘t

ong Kong.

Hanoi on March 21, It is a

«lecreg on' the punishment of

“eounterrevolutionary ecrimes.”

This was the fipst time in
recent years that Hano! has
suggested so openly that there
were some cracks of this type
appearing’ in North Viu.nams
national fabrie.

Hanoi's Nationaul- Assembly
Standing  Committee originally
passed the decrce on October
30, 1967, Presidenmt o Chi
Minh signed an, order promuls
gating L on Novembef 10,

However, for reasons still
unknown outsfde Hanot's rul
ing circles, the decree was Dot
made puhilce umil more than
four moenths later, at a mws
conference. i

It ean only be supposed that
the officlals were argulng the
possible effects of announcing
the deered, and weighing negas
tive repevcussions against thae
urgenecy of puttng it into
effect fmmediatelys A

document nade maimblp wority  for the decvee
Approved ForiRelease 28510814 ¢

The article says: “The state
strictly prohibits and punishes
all acts of trcason, oppositlon:
to the people's democratic sys-
tem, or opposition to rc.unlfu.n-
uon of the fatherland.” ;

defined in the decr-:\.e.,
counterrevoiuHonm‘y criimes are
“oppositiont to the fatherland
and the people’s democridic
power, sabotage of soclialist
transformation  and  construcs
tion undermining national de-
fense and the struggle against
USs  aggression  for  natlonal
galvation simed at  defending
the north, Hberating the south,
and reunlfying the country.”

The rule of thumnb in “ilanol
Watching,"” ay in “China
Watehing,” {s that these re-
glmes seldom resort to mention
of suech negutive aspects of
sociallst soclety unless the ofs
fenses are olready being com-
mitted flagrantly.

Fifteen speelfic erimes’ spoﬂed
out in the decree are presented
a2z fitting  the deflnftlon of
counterrevolutionary crisnes,

‘RDP$8:0306 MOOOEOO%OOBQ -Fpssumed  that

the . Democeratio
Ll

-

f

Republle " of

most, it not sl

of these Crinee,
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lsted’ have alresdy heen coms

mitted to soine degiee
» Treason, in

with a foreign country.

overthrow
“people’s democratic power."”

¢ Dlotting 1o

@ Jisplonage.

% Intruding into DRV territory

to violate securlity.

® Armed rebeilion.

® Tlanditry.

® Defecting to the c¢nem

® Murder, assault and kidnap-
©dng.

? Babotage.

® Undermining “the

aolidarity.”

. Disrupting  publie” order ancd

recurity.

® Opposing state policles and _JP

laws.

® Disseminnting  counterrevolus

tlonary propaganda.

Nol a single important faclory is ap-
craling. Cement plants, thermoclee-
tric plants, stecl-fabricating plants—-
all ave in ruins,

Ouly n few small [actorics, moved
into the countryside, survive, Waste-
ful portable generalors provide what
" electricity is available at many vital
installations.

people's

VU
“The e
the line and polley of quencie

collaboration ing the couriterrevolutionaries

of wur country in the present

the Fhasz
“These people are the stubr
born elements In the former
exploiting clusses, Iandlords
and capitalists, reactlonary ele-
iments  profiting by rellgion,
former puppet offickais, army
clerments not wanting to 1rans.

Y. form themselves.

“They are lnstigated by us
fmperialists to weaken our né-
tional defense force.” ;

in the US, the press and
olher venues of debate and
opinfon Insure that opposition
volces -can be heard.

North Vietnam, which
ranks with North Xorea as the
world’s most  closed  soclety,
opposition te the administra.
tion and its policies can only

Sounds, In elfect, as though
the NWorth Vietnames:s have a
guerilla problem of thefr own
{quite llkely spurred by some
clandestine  inflitratovs  from
Scuth Vietnam).

In the US, criticism of army
oilicers is called dissent or ex-
erclse of free speech. In Nortly
Vietnam, it's called “disvupting,
the public order and sceurity™
and {s punishable by Imprisons
ment of from 5 to 15 years. |

Another crime is “distorting
the US role and spreading
r}l;mors that confuse the peo«

E.n . i
“In other words, if farmer
Nguven Van Loc says, “Well,
the Amerlcans aren’t so bad
after al),” and suggesis to a
friend in the next rice paddy
that he should think this over,
farmer Nguyen s liable to

regime  grudgingly looks the other
way at this frec-enterprise sysiom.
North Vietnamese are able to buy
on the "[vee market” with impunily,
as long as they have the money. Mon-
ey is not plentiful, however. Familics
scrape together what they can to buy
foodstulls to augment the meager ra-
tions the Government permits legally.
Rice is in short supply by stand-

Vietnam has increased at least 300
per cent since ecarly 1963, when
bombing started.

The Govermiment has warned of a
possible poor rice crop this summer
because of bad weather, It has coni-
plained of the breakdown in planting
of secondary crops, warned of cattle
disease, and protested the slaughtere
ing of too many pigs.

Every ellort has b le to s el 5i ; ics,
Ve el s R b roved For Reloass 2008708717 . GIAEBPT4203061A000400030030-3
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® Attacking  detention  camps he gauged- obliquely by care- imprisonment for up o 10
and freelng convicts. . fully studying statements and years, . : ;
. Harbo)ring‘ counterrevolution.  decrees, - . The ;‘;“C}I‘EC has b“ closin% {
ary elemoents, * '* % . note which must ¢ one o 5
~The crimeg are broken down The text of some of the the world’s most  sweeping A
dgeeording  to. severlty. Theré  gpiinies of the decree vefer to retroactive clauses: ﬂ
?::-, ;:un!s'l;,mchnt levels accord- orimes which probably have “The MC(;\un\tvcl‘;‘,eVg;ll;signﬁg ‘
oy i elt o, Jeapaon I8 taken place on some scale, It "}l’“es M hie d ree and which ¢
" tl mnn} }? otter, leader, prin- is unlikely that they would [)1‘. or to s efL, e will
clpa culprit, or one who be mentioned only as hypothe- have not ;mt een trie
atubbornly epposes the revolu< tical cuses be tried in  accordance - with
ton.” - 1“‘un]'<;hr;x.ent for banditry, for this decree.” ' the d ,
B} i i W E _ 4 & 4 q o) he doecroee,
b ollemptetl erlmes’  oonipia, will o handed ou e SES O (5 oty
able nccoa:"dir: mtu; ﬂmedp‘ur’u‘s © "o those who for counter Minh for promulgation, © wad
) rding to the decree. revolutionary purposes engage .7 or National  Assembly
In commenting on the decree  yn armed activitles in mouls g b committee, Chalrman :
h’t_.an editorlal, the officlal  tyinous or coastal areas; kil Truong Chinh, regarded as ihe :
North Vietnamese newspaper cadros, civil servants, military (mder‘&df thv’px'o~1’eking wing .
Nhan Dan gave further hint men, policemen, or the people, fH i lit" . ) i
that IManol was having trouble - gnd  disturb . security and or 2 anol’s ellte. i .
with some disgentevs: : ’ .
-
U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT ?
) n ¥ n ' Co
. EOMBING TOLL IN NORTH VIETNAM ;
!—iQNG KONG residential areas, docks at Ilaiphong, poorest peasant in South Victnam is {
~ More than 1.5 million tons of and a few other facilities. But damage, going perhaps twice as much rice i
hombs have been dropped on North gver all, is staggering. as his"Nox't]n'{/.icln'nﬁcs;countcr m(‘:tc {
Vietnam = as nmch' as the total Bombing has kept 500,000 mien  Norih Vietnam was forced mi 'im: '
dropped on Europe in all of World and women busy repairing transpor- port 500,000 tons of rice last vear
War 1 tation voutes. An additional 150,000 7y Government-fixed vri ase yean
© As the Ilanoi regime prepares for are ticd down ¢ iireralt def ¢ Covernment-fixed price is more
4 Preg arve ticd down at antianrcralt delenses. thy louble t ‘ice in Sai (o)
talks with the United States, here are These ax lo wl nally woul wn double the price in Saigon. On
g / , 1ese are people who normally would the “free market” the price of whit
the latest intclligence reports of the liein the ficlds. R f .8 N 10 I hi l“(?
damage: FFood rvationing is severe. Dlack ;,’lccclgvg.,l\c:uu‘gnm l;}m((lzs ?s ng'l“n.s
Ihe industrial state ITo Chi Mish jyarkets abound. In fact, the Ilanoi cost of basic comm d‘?l' qs (.”NN .810
started to build has heen leveled ) b B ’
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AGRICULTURE: A CONSPICUQUS WEAKNESS OF COMMUNISM

1. Agriculture has been labelled the "Achilles heel" of Commu~
nism. Communist agriculture has bitterly disappointed the reasonble
expectations of people in Communist-run countries. The total amount
and quality of agricultural products are lower than the land and farmers
could produce under less restrictive conditions. The prices are higher
than they would be if economic forces determined the rates of production
and means of distribution. Thus, Communist agriculture fails to yield
a fair return for the work of either the farmer or the consumer.

0. Assets addressing mass audiences may emphasize the historical
pattern of unreliability of Soviet farm production, the brutal treat-
ment of farmers during collectivization, and the subsequent neglect
of farmers and of the development of farming, as well as the current
limited and less than whole-hearted efforts to correct the accumulated
deficiencies of Soviet agriculture.

3. Addressing intellectuals, assets may draw on both the scholarly
conclusions of the Britisher Dr. Klatt and the acid criticisms of Czech
writer Jan Prochazka concerning the ideological shortcomings of Marxist
agriculture-(see unclassified attachments). Emphasis can be given to
the shallowness of Soviet attempts to uphold Marx' and Lenin's formu-
lations on agriculture.

4. Continued attention to the shortcomings of Communist agricul-
ture is especially important in developing areas whose populations are
predominantly agrarian. Governments and intellectuals in these coun-
tries may be dazzled by the (true and alleged) advances of Soviet,
Chicom and other Communist industry, military technology, etc. Our
assets should keep reminding them that their first problem is to pro-
vide adequate food for their rapidly increasing populations and that
no Communist country cen effectively assist them in fulfilling this
most fundamental and truly vital task.
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